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SW 6110 Research for Social Work Practice

Course Description
This course will prepare students to ask practice-relevant questions, and to access, critique, and appraise literature in order to find the best evidence-based solutions. Students will learn about strategies to communicate effectively with stakeholders and clients, for the purpose of implementing best practices. Students also will learn how to conduct program evaluations including needs assessments, process evaluations and outcome evaluations. Concepts around implementation science and its impact/practicality will be explored. Ethics and sensitivity to research with various groups will be emphasized.

Course Outcomes and Objectives
After completing this course, students will be able to:  
1. Describe the logical and ethical bases of research
2. Identify the implications of research for oppressed populations and human diversity
3. Explain the relationship between theory, research methodology, knowledge, and practice
4. Summarize the key concepts of evidence-based practice
5. Explain the different sections of a research article, including the purpose of each section, the core components of each section, and criteria for evaluating the quality of each section
6. Explain the contribution of research to practice knowledge development
7. Apply critical thinking skills to published research for the purpose of critiquing the appropriateness, accuracy, quality, and scientific rigor of study designs, methods, analyses, and results and conclusions 
8. Select and use appropriate methods for evaluation of outcomes
9. Analyze, monitor, and evaluate intervention and program processes and outcomes
10. Apply evaluation findings to improve practice effectiveness

Course Requirements
	Participation/Attendance
	7%

	Discussion Board
	7%

	CITI Training
	7%

	PICO Questions Paper
	6%

	Finding Research Paper
	11%

	Critical Appraisal of the Research
	6%

	Intervention Paper
	28%

	Evaluation Paper
	28%

	Total
	100%



Grading Scale
	A = 94-100%
	B = 84-86.9%
	C = 74-76.9%
	D = 64-66.9%

	A- = 90-93.9%
	B- = 80-83.9%
	C- = 70-73.9%
	D- = 60-63.9%

	B+ = 87-89.9%
	C+ = 77-79.9%
	D+ = 67-69.9%
	E = 0-59.9%





University Policies
Updated mandatory syllabus policies regarding the ADA Act, Safety at the U, Addressing Sexual Misconduct, and Academic Misconduct can be viewed at: https://cte.utah.edu/instructor-education/syllabus/institutional-policies.php 

Preliminary Course Schedule (subject to change)

	Course Week
	Topic
	Major Assignments due

	Module 1
	Course Introduction; Research Ethics
	

	Module 2
	Evidence-Informed Practice and Practice-Informed Evidence
	Discussion Board

	Module 3
	Asking and Answering Practice-Relevant Questions
	CITI Training

	Module 4
	Intervention Effectiveness
	PICO Questions Paper

	Module 5
	Understanding Studies of Intervention Effectiveness
	

	Module 6
	Literature Lab
	Discussion Board

	Module 7
	Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses
	

	Module 8
	Critically Appraising Randomized Control Studies (Experiments)
	Discussion Board

	Module 9
	Critically Appraising Quasi-Experiments
	Finding Research Paper

	Module 10
	Implementing and Monitoring Evidence-Based Practice
	Critical Appraisal of the Research

	Module 11
	Assessment Instruments
	Discussion Board

	Module 12
	Analyzing Data to Monitor Outcomes
	Intervention Paper

	Module 13
	Program Evaluation
	

	Module 14
	Social Justice and Policy Research
	Discussion Board

	Module 15
	Course Wrap-Up
	Evaluation Paper



